
Geography Knowledge Progression  

 

 

0-3 Year Old 

 

3- 4 Year Old 

 

 

Reception 

 

Year 1 

 

Year 2 

 

Knowledge to 

be acquired by 

the end of the 

year groups.  

 

 

I can respond to different 

natural phenomena.  

 

I can notice differences 

between people.  

 

 

 

 

I know that there are different 

countries in the world and talk 

about the differences I have 

experiences or seen in photos.  

 

I am continuing to develop 

positive attitudes about the 

differences between people. 

 

I know that there are similarities and 

differences between places.  

 

I can talk about the features in my own 

immediate environment and that some are 

different to my own.   

 

I know that environments may vary from one 

place to another.  

 

I can explore the natural world around me. 

 

I understand the effect of changing seasons 

on the natural world around me. 

I can draw information from a simple map.  

 

I recognise some similarities and differences 

between life in this country and life in other 

countries.  

 

 

I can describe what I see, hear and feel whilst 

outside. 

 

 

I know the names of the four 

countries in the United 

Kingdom and locate them on 

a map. 

 

I keep a weather chart and 

answer questions about the 

weather. 

 

I know about some of the 

main things that are in hot 

and cold places. 

 

I know how the weather 

changes throughout the year 

and name the seasons. 

 

I point to the equator, North 

and South Pole on an atlas 

and globe. 

 

I know some of the features of 

an island. 

 

I know where I live and tell 

someone my address. 

 

I know the four main direction 

on a compass are North, East, 

South and West. 

 

I know what I like and do not 

like about the place I live. 

 

 

 

I can name the continents 

of the world and locate 

them on a map. 

 

I can name the world’s 

oceans and locate them 

on a map. 

 

I can name the capital 

cities of England, Wales, 

Scotland and Northern 

Ireland. 

 

I know what I like and do 

not like about a place that 

is different to the one in 

live in. 

 

I describe a place outside 

of Europe using 

geographical words. 

 

I know the key features of 

a place from a picture 

using words like beach, 

coast, forest, hill, 

mountain, ocean and 

valley. 

 

I know about the facilities 

that a village, town, and 

city may need and give 

reasons. 

 

I use directional 

vocabulary: near; far; left, 

right to explain where a 

location is. 

 

 

 

 


